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GUEST EDITORIAL 
Connecting With Our Families 

 

Lieutenant Colonel Michael van Welie 
Commanding Officer 
2nd/1st Royal New Zealand Infantry 
Regiment 
 

It is my pleasure this week to introduce 

the Southern DSOôs corner of the 

Bugle. I have recently assumed the 

post of Commanding Officer at 2nd/1st 

Battalion where our raison dôetre is to 

prepare and deploy soldiers on operations, so I am thankful for the 

opportunity to provide some words of support and encouragement to our 

deployed families from across the New Zealand Defence Force.  

I was myself a young officer in 2nd/1st Battalion when the Bugle was first 

printed as our Unit deployed to East Timor. Of course, print media was a lot 

more popular then for a variety of óconnectivityô reasons largely due to the 

unavailability of a reliable internet connection (this was pre-broadband 

internet). I recall the odd occasion when we could access the lone dial up 

internet computer in the forward operating base, sitting patiently listening to 

the ñweee ooooohhh burrrrrò of the dial-up connection. Often your allocated 

time slot of 30mins could be completely used up listening to that frustrating 

sound. So the written word was certainly valued by our teamé even if it did 

take an eternity to reach us! Sometimes the contents of your parcel might 

have burst or been exposed to the heat so it could be difficult to identify the 

original form of various baked goods but we were seldom fussy when 

blessed with treats from home! The Bugle was a really novel way to 

communicate with each other and share the news from home and so it is 

cool to see the use of the message pages at the back as families 

communicate using pseudonyms and nicknames. It is also a great way to 

share information with our families. My experience is that some soldiers, 

sailors, airmen and women are naturally very comfortable sharing their 

experiences with loved onesé. some are not. Social media can be really 

useful but in some places we are serving, we need to be mindful of what 

we share so as to protect our deployed people and families. And so, in lieu 

of a letter penned from your deployed loved one, sometimes the Bugle fills 

that gap.  

The Bugle is an excellent example of how our support to deployed people 

and their families has grown over the years. It started as a fairly basic A5 

booklet and has grown into the professionally turned out magazine it is 

today. The same can be said for the support available for families. The 

Deployment Services Officer is an excellent point of contact for families 

who need information or support. If you are unsure of anything in relation to 

the deployment, please give them a call. The familyôs evenings are also a 

good time to come in for a catch up. I appreciate that they are not always at 

convenient locations or times for some of you but it is always good to see 

those that can make it along. Also, for those deployed families that are 

affiliated with their loved oneôs unit or have access to the unit point of 
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contact, you can call them as we always maintain very close communication 

with our deployed people.  

One of my greatest pleasures as a Commanding Officer is getting to 

acknowledge the service of our people on their return. I never surprise our 

soldiers with the presentation of General Service Medals and communicate 

well in advance the dates and times for such parades. I do this so that they 

can bring their families in to watch this really special event, acknowledging 

the soldier and their family for their months of sacrifice. I encourage families 

to pester their loved ones to tell them when the presentation is scheduled 

so that you, parents, partners, children and siblings can share in the 

occasion as well. 

In closing, I know you will all be at various points in your deployments. For 

the loved ones of my deployed soldiers, you will be looking forward soon to 

a long awaited reunion. For those that have a little longer to wait, stay 

strong, please ask for help if you need it and use the resources available to 

you through the DSOé. And good luck! 

 

NZDF NEWS 

NZDF Engineers Showcase Their Skills on The Ice 

17 March 2017 

The 17 engineers sent by the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) to 
Antarctica in February have just completed six weeks of construction, working 
in constant daylight and at temperatures that dipped to minus 26 degrees. 
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ñThe weather was a continuous challenge. Doing physical work in these 
conditions has been a test and is a testament to the hard work the team put in 
on a daily basis,ò Lieutenant Cam Gurney, the Commander of the Light 
Engineering Team, said. 

ñThe engineers showcased their skills and got tasks done earlier than 
expected.ò 

Fourteen engineers and three maintenance fitters went to McMurdo Station, the United States Antarctic research 
centre, for six weeks on 1 February. Their primary tasks included raising the floor of the vehicle maintenance facility, 
replacing the grout on the floor, taking down three buildings, repairing an accommodation block and removing a 
steel water tank from the top of one of the buildings. 

ñRaising the floor of the vehicle 
maintenance facility was our 
main effort because water would 
pool in the sunken surface of the 
workshop, creating a hazard 
once it froze,ò Lieutenant Gurney 
said. ñIt was quite a challenge for 
our personnel because the area 
under the floor is quite tight, with 
a maximum height of only 1.2 
metres.ò 

The engineering team remained 
upbeat throughout their 
deployment, he said. 

ñThe morale among the 
contingent has been high. Our 
members were happy to put in 
long hours when required and 
were keen to explore during their 
downtime. 

ñEvery task we undertook was an 
opportunity to show our work 

ethic and professionalism. For example, we completed one of the tasks almost two weeks ahead of schedule. 

ñWhat was most rewarding was the gratitude shown for the work of our personnel.ò 

The deployment was the first time all but one of the engineers had been on the continent. 

Sapper Jonathon Darby, a field engineer, said it had been challenging working in this harsh environment. ñHowever, 
the amazing views and the interesting people made it extremely rewarding,ò he said. 

 Source:  www.nzdf.mil.nz 

 

NZDF NEWS 

Sappers Kieran Anderson and Leon Hunter taking down a building.  

The remembrance poppy was inspired by the World War I poem ñIn Flanders Fieldsò. Itôs opening 
lines refer to the many poppies that were the first flowers to grow in the churned-up earth of 
soldiersô graves in Flanders, a region of Europe that overlies a part of Belgium.  

The poppy reminds us of sacrifices madeðboth past and present. 

Poppy Day 2017 is Friday 21 April. 
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Defence Force Skills in Demand for United Nations Training 

21 March 2017 

New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) experience and skills have again been 

sought to help train future United Nations peacekeepers. 

Three NZDF personnel will be 

instructors at a major three-week 

peacekeeping training exercise in 

Nepal, involving about 120 

participants from 30 countries. 

Lieutenant Colonel Jane 

Derbyshire will focus on the 

application of gender in military 

operations, a subject which 

includes the protection of 

civilians, especially women and 

girls, as part of the UN Security 

Council Resolution 1325 on 

Women, Peace and Security. 

Flight Sergeant Joe Regan will 

be involved in the field training 

exercise, and Lieutenant 

Commander Andrew Wells will help conduct the staff training exercise. 

 ñMy role will be to assist in training operational planners and tactical troops in how to integrate a gender perspective 

to bring about a more sustainable peace in UN missions,ò Lieutenant Colonel Derbyshire said. 

ñThe NZDF team is looking forward to the opportunity to work with this multi-national audience. New Zealand 

supports regional efforts to increase the capacity of Asia-Pacific nations in undertaking peacekeeping operations. 

We have also contributed to the UNôs campaign to raise global awareness of the integral role that women play in 

peace and security.ò 

The Global Peace Operations Initiative (GPOI) Capstone Multinational Peacekeeping Exercise is taking place at 

Nepalôs Birendra Peace Operations Training Centre from 17 March to 3 April. The centre, which was established by 

the Nepalese Army as a peacekeeping training camp in 1986, delivers training under the guidelines of the UN 

Department of Peacekeeping Operations. 

In late 2015 and again last year one of the NZDFôs most experienced female commanders, Lieutenant Colonel 

Helen Cooper, was invited to deliver a module on the impact females have on military operations to students at the 

prestigious Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training Centre in Ghana. Her presentation focused on the 

benefits female leaders bring to peace and security operations, and outlined the lessons she had learned as a 

female commander on operations.  

 Source:  www.nzdf.mil.nz 

Lieutenant Colonel Jane Derbyshire is one of three New Zealand Defence Force 
members helping train future United Nations peacekeepers in Nepal. 
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Anzac Day Commemorations in 2017 Focus on  

Western Front 

16 March 2017 

New Zealandôs international First World War commemorations this year will 

focus on the Western Front, with Anzac Day-related ceremonies in France 

and Belgium and the centenary commemorations of the battles of Messines and Passchendaele. 

New Zealand services for Anzac Day are held every year in France and Belgium and have been enhanced with the 

participation of a New Zealand Defence Force contingent for the centenary period of the First World War (2014-

2018). This year ceremonies will take place in Longueval (22 April) and Le Quesnoy (23 April) in France and also in 

Belgium throughout Anzac Day (25 April). 

Later in the year New Zealand will mark two First World War centenary commemorations, the Battle of Messines on 

7 June and the Battle of Passchendaele on 12 October. Both ceremonies will be held in Belgium, at sites on the 

former Western Front. 

It was on the Western Front that New Zealand made its most significant contribution to the First World War, and also 

where New Zealand suffered the greatest loss of life. 

Anzac Day will also be commemorated in Gallipoli with the traditional Dawn Service at the Anzac Commemorative 

Site and the New Zealand Service at Chunuk Bair later that morning. 

Information about the Anzac Day-related ceremonies and First World War commemorations can be found at 

WW100.govt.nz/international-commemorations. 

New Zealand travellers intending to attend Anzac Day services overseas are encouraged to get travel insurance and 

register their travel details on the SafeTravel website at http://www.safetravel.govt.nz/. 

Registering with SafeTravel means that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade can keep travellers updated with 

travel advisory information and confirm their safety in the event of an emergency or crisis in the country they are 

visiting. 

 

Anzac Day-related services 

FRANCE 

Saturday, 22 April, 3pm 
New Zealand National Commemorative Service at the New Zealand Battlefield Memorial, Longueval, France 

Sunday, 23 April, 6am 
New Zealand Anzac Dawn Service, Le Quesnoy, France (New Zealand also participates in the French service later 
that morning at 11am (which includes a walk with the Le Quesnoy community to the New Zealand Memorial in the 
walls of the town). 

BELGIUM 

Tuesday, 25 April, 6am 
Anzac Day Dawn Service (joint Australia, Belgium, New Zealand service), Buttes New British Cemetery, Zonnebeke, 
Belgium. 

http://ww100.govt.nz/international-commemorations
http://www.safetravel.govt.nz/
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Tuesday, 25 April, 11.15am 
Anzac Day Last Post Ceremony, Menin Gate, Leper, Belgium. 

Tuesday, 25 April, 2pm 
New Zealand National Anzac Day Service at the NZ Battlefield Memorial 
Mesen (Messines), New Zealand Memorial Park (within Messines Ridge 
British Cemetery), Nieuwzeelandersstraat, Mesen, Belgium. 

Tuesday, 25 April, 4.30pm 
New Zealand Service at Berks Extension Cemetery, Comines-Warneton, Belgium. 

Tuesday, 25 April, 8pm 
Last Post Ceremony, Menin Gate, Leper, Belgium. 

TURKEY 

Tuesday, 25 April, 5.30am 
Anzac Day Dawn Service at the Anzac Commemorative Site at Gallipoli, following an overnight vigil. 

Tuesday, 25 April, 11.30am 
New Zealand National Service at Chunuk Bair at Gallipoli. 

 

 
New Zealand commemorations in Belgium to mark the centenaries of the battles of Messines and 

Passchendaele 

7 June, 8am 
Battle of Messines Service, Messines Ridge British Cemetery, Mesenstraat, Mesen, Belgium. 

12 October, 11am  

Battle of Passchendaele Service, Tyne Cot Cemetery, Vijfwegestraat, Zonnebeke, Belgium. 

 Source:  www.nzdf.mil.nz 


