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greetings are added by children, to the
banners accompanying service personnel
to Timor-Leste. The contingent were
farewelled from Burnham Camp in
November.

GUEST EDITORIAL

Christmas Message
from
Chief of Defence Force

This will be my last message for “The Bugle” as Chief of Defence Force.
| want to express my gratitude for the contribution and sacrifice made by
all Defence Force people and their families, but especially by you, the

families of our deployed people.

When soldiers, sailors, and air men and women sign up to serve New
Zealand, they know the commitment they are making. They also know the
risks that come with that commitment. Families on the other hand have
not ‘signed-up’ as such, yet the Defence Force will from time-to-time also
test your commitment and ask sacrifices of you. Families will experience
separation from loved ones, as well as the associated worries and
anxieties about the well being of their deployed person. This year my own
family will be observing Christmas and celebrating the festive season

while my son is deployed overseas.

While we make every effort to keep our people safe, perhaps in no other
year in my past four as CDF have the risks of service been made so
plain. In August, Lieutenant Tim O’Donnell was killed in Afghanistan,
which affected us all deeply. This holiday season my thoughts are with
the O’'Donnell family and the families of all those who have died in the

service of our country.

So as Christmas approaches, | want to acknowledge the patience,
support and concern of Defence Force families as a kind of ‘service’ in
itself. Our success as a Defence Force is inextricably linked to your

ongoing support.

As Chief of Defence Force, | say thank you, and | wish you all a safe and

joyful Christmas and New Year, wherever you may be.
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CHRISTMAS 2010 MESSAGE TO
DEPLOYED PERSONNEL

WAYNE MAPP
MINISTER OF DEFENCE

Military service calls heavily on the core values of the Defence Force: courage,
commitment, comradeship and integrity.

These values are very much on display in our overseas missions. | have met
many of you in our deployments since becoming Minister and those core
values are always to the fore.

| have also met family members, waiting at home. They too are sustained and
strengthened by those values.

This year | have visited Defence Force people all over the globe — in
Afghanistan, the Middle East and a number of cities where our people are
posted.

| have enjoyed every minute of my time in your company. In every instance |
have been proud of the very high standards you are meeting and how well you
represent our country in your dealings overseas.

Sadly, there have been several tragedies this year. The death of Lieutenant
Tim O’Donnell DSD while deployed in Afghanistan was a savage blow; a tragic
reminder of the dangers you face. The whole country suffered with you.

Other serving staff have died in the course of their duties this year. They were
not deployed at the time, but they were your colleagues and mates. | know their
loss weighs heavily upon you. In these cases too, the whole country feels your
loss.

Now Christmas is upon us. For those at home, it is chance to draw breath and
enjoy the company of family and friends. Overseas, that pleasure is denied
you, and them, this year. Rest assured that we are thinking of you and we are
deeply grateful for your service.

| wish you all and the families that support you so well a happy Christmas,
wherever you are, and a safe return home when your deployment ends.
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Chief of Army

Christmas Message s
Major General Rhys Jones

s another year winds down and we prepare to celebrate Christmas | would

like to thank all of our serving personnel and their families for their loyalty,
support and dedication throughout what has been a particularly busy and
challenging 12 months.

We have achieved much throughout the past year. Changes are ahead and there is still much to be
done. It is important however that as we in New Zealand prepare to enjoy the festive season we
remember the many New Zealand Service people who are deployed overseas on different missions
throughout the world. They are a long way from their family and friends, and in very different and often
arduous conditions.

But the people | want to especially mention are our families who provide us serving military personnel
with the support we need to achieve our tasks.

I am immensely proud of what our Servicemen and women are achieving both overseas and in New
Zealand. But they could not do what they are doing without the support of their partners, children and
other loved ones. Sacrifices are being made by those who deploy, and the families left behind. | truly
appreciate your efforts, and am proud of what we as an Army have achieved this year.

Merry Christmas, and | hope you all, wherever you are, have an enjoyable and restful festive season.

COMJFENZ Xmas Message

Air Vice Marshal Peter Stockwell, Commander Joint Forces New Zealand

t's been another busy and at times very difficult year for the Defence Force, not only
for the people who wear the uniforms, but also for the wider Defence family.

Operational tempo has been high, with support to all our operational missions as well as
to the Christchurch earthquake response, the Cook Islands after Cyclone Pat, to Police,
Customs and Fisheries tasks, as well as a large number of search and rescues, and of
course the very recent tragedy at Pike River Mine.

The NZDF suffered tremendous loss with the deaths of six personnel, which was felt
deeply throughout the country and overseas. My thoughts are especially with the Forster, Cree, Madson,
Gregory, Carson and O’Donnell families this Christmas.

I am incredibly proud of the people we have in our Defence Force who are always prepared to tackle hard
tasks and jump at the opportunity to help those less fortunate than themselves. | am also equally proud of
their families and friends who are right there to support them while they do this important and at times
dangerous work.

For those with loved ones overseas at this time, the gap left by them being away from home is always felt
more keenly as Christmas draws near. Just remember that they are not forgotten, and the work they do is
appreciated not just by us in New Zealand, but by the people of the places in which we serve - Bamyan, Iraq,
Timor-Leste, South Korea, Solomon Islands, Lebanon, Syria, Israel, Sudan and the Sinai. And that's what
makes the sacrifice worthwhile.

| wish you all the very best for the festive season and 2011, and thank you again for your support for the work
that the NZDF does at home and overseas.
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Christmas message for overseas -
Personnel from RA Tony Parr, MVVO @
Chief of Navy

busy year is drawing to a close and it's reassuring to know the holiday season

is now not far away. The Christmas holidays are a chance for deployed Navy
personnel to enjoy a celebration with their colleagues of a job well-done.

NAVY

TETAUA MOANA O AOTEARDA

The distance from friends and family at a time like this can be difficult, but it's also a
reminder of how much we value our loved ones and the way of life we have in New
Zealand. Ultimately it is to protect these things, that we serve our country, and
those serving overseas can be doubly proud of their contribution at this time of year.

For Navy as a whole we can reflect on a year with a fair mixture of success, and some challenges.
We've had homecomings for HMNZS OTAGO and WELLINGTON. The Inshore Patrol Vessels have

been well set to work around the coast, delivering substantial value to the Government and people of
New Zealand. The ships of the Littoral Warfare Support Group and Naval Support Force have been busy
around the coast and far overseas. Both TE KAHA and TE MANA have gone through the first stage of
their Platform Systems Upgrade (PSU), and TE KAHA and ENDEAVOUR completed a very successful
deployment to North Asia, Canada and the United States.

Next year the operating tempo will remain high, with some added milestones to celebrate, including our
70" Birthday and winning the Rugby World Cup! In the year ahead the pace of change within the
Defence Force will increase as the recommendations of the Defence White Paper begin to take effect.

In these challenges, and whatever else we are called upon to do, Navy's core values of courage,
comradeship and commitment will hold us in good stead. In closing, | wish you the spirit of a Kiwi
Christmas wherever you are, with best wishes for you and your families in 2011.

Chief of Air Force
Christmas Message

B Air Vice-Marshal Graham Lintott
Chief of Air Force

As the holiday season draws near and we look forward to spending time with family |
and friends, | am mindful of our people who are deployed overseas at this time. It is |
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| would also like to acknowledge the special role of the families of our deployed people. The sacrifices you
make are greatly appreciated, and the support you provide to loved ones overseas is a valued and recognised
asset to NZDF operations.

Undoubtedly 2010 has been a year of significant change within the organisation. With the challenges there
have been highlights, including the arrival of upgraded aircraft that will be enhance the Air Force’s ability in
providing military air operations.

I am proud of the commitment of the Defence Force’s men and women on our overseas missions, and know

| a difficult time to be away from loved ones, so your commitment to the Defence Force is particularly valued.
| that you conduct yourselves with professionalism, integrity and teamwork.

On behalf of the Air Force, | wish you and your families a happy holiday season.
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